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What is 
IELTS? 

    I  - International 

    E - English 

    L - Language 

    T - Testing  

    S -  System 
 

• A test of English Proficiency. 

• Year started 1980 – 40 years ago. 

• Two main forms of the test.  

    - Academic (for collages & Universities). 

    - General Training (employer & immigration). 

• Students interview 

https://takeielts.britishcouncil.org/take-ielts/what-ielts?fbclid=IwAR3VRnQFKzRwCYjBdZsVFY3Cls5Ikhv6Wb8T6Do2KIv2cOURkc-2i0OioIg


Who makes the IELTS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                     
 
 
 

 
 

 IDP (International Education Specialists) 
   

A joint 
partnership 

    The British Council                    Cambridge English Language Assessment 
 



General Features of the Test 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

IELTS 

Listening 

Writing Speaking 

Reading 





Listening 
Academic and General  
Timing Approximately 30 minutes  
(plus 10 minutes’ transfer time). 
Questions : There are 40 questions 
 
4 Sections  
Each section only heard once heard. 
A variety of voices and native-speaker accents are used. 
 
There are 6 different tasks for the test.  
 
• Task type 1 – Multiple choice. 
• Task type 2 – Matching. 
• Task type 3 – Plan, map, diagram labelling. 
• Task type 4 – Form, note, table, flow-chart, summary completion. 
• Task type 5 – Sentence completion. 
• Task type 6 – Short-answer questions. 
 
 
 



IELTS Sample Questions - Listening  



Sample Answer 
Sheet 

 
1. Write your name in Capital 

letters. 
2. Shade the boxes to indicate 

the test date. 
3. Write your answers in the 

boxes. 
4. If you want to change an 

answer, erase or cross out 
the original answer and 
write in the new answer.  

5. Do not write anything in the 
√/X 

  



Academic Reading 
Duration: 60 minutes 

 

Three reading passages. 
 
• Task type 1 – Multiple choice. 
• Task type 2 – Identifying information. 
• Task type 3 – Identifying writer’s views/claims. 
• Task type 4 – Matching information. 
• Task type 5 – Matching headings. 
• Task type 6 – Matching features. 
• Task type 7 – Matching sentence endings. 
• Task type 8 – Sentence completion. 
• Task type 9 – Summary, note, table, flow-chart 

completion. 
• Task type 10 – Diagram label completion. 
• Task type 11 – Short-answer questions. 

 

IELTS Academic test  They have 
been selected for a non-
specialist audience but are 
appropriate for people entering 
university courses or seeking 
professional registration. 



IELTS General Training Reading 
 
Timing 60 minutes  
(no extra transfer time) 
 
There are three sections.  

• Section 1 may contain two or three short texts.   

• Section 2 comprises two texts. 

• Section 3, there is one long text. 

 

Types of the tasks  
 
• Task type 1 – Multiple choice. 
• Task type 2 – Identifying information. 
• Task type 3 – Identifying writer’s views/claims. 
• Task type 4 – Matching information. 
• Task type 5 – Matching headings. 
• Task type 6 – Matching features. 
• Task type 7 – Matching sentence endings. 
• Task type 8 – Sentence completion. 
• Task type 9 – Summary, note, table, flow-chart completion. 
• Task type 10 – Diagram label completion. 
• Task type 11 – Short-answer questions. 

 
 

 

 

 

IELTS General Training test - 
These are materials you are 
likely to encounter on a daily 
basis in an English-speaking 
environment. 



Academic Writing 

60 minutes  
 
There are two writing tasks and BOTH must be 
completed. 
 Task 1 - They need to write 150 words in about 20 
minutes. 
 Task 2 -   They need to write 250 words in about 40 
minutes. 
Examiners use assessment criteria to award a band 
score for each of the four criteria: 
 
• Task Achievement (for Task 1), Task Response (for Task 2). 
• Coherence and Cohesion. 
• Lexical Resource. 
• Grammatical Range and Accuracy. 



IELTS General Training Writing 
 

Paper format There are two writing tasks to complete 

Timing 60 minutes  

No. of 
questions 

2 

Task types In Task 1. Test takers are asked to respond to a situation, for example, by 
writing a letter requesting information or explaining a situation. 
 
In Task 2. Test takers write an essay to a point of view, argument or 
problem.   

Answering Answers must be written in full in the answers booklet. Notes or bullet 
points in whole or in part are not acceptable as answers. Test takers may 
write on the questions paper but this cannot be taken from the test 
room and will not be seen by the examiner.  



IELTS Writing Answer Sheet  



Speaking 
Academic and General  

 

Paper format The speaking test consists of an oral interview between the test takers’ 
and the examiner. All speaking tests are recorded.  

Timing 11 – 14  minutes  

No. of 
questions 

There are three parts to the test and each part fulfils a specific function 
in terms of interaction pattern, task input and test takers output.  

Examiners use assessment criteria to award a band score for 
each of the four criteria: 
• Fluency and Coherence. 
• Lexical Resource. 
• Grammatical Range and Accuracy. 
• Pronunciation. 



Where is IELTS offered? 
• Over 1,600 location around the world (and growing…). 

• IELTS nearest testing location centre.  

• Regular testing dates each month for the IELTS. They don’t 
have everyday exam, it’s also limited.  

• Every two weeks, they have an exam, so the student should 
book two weeks in advanced.  

 

 

https://www.ielts.org/book-a-test/find-a-test-location


Understanding IELTS Score 
 

 

 

 

 

 

• IELTS band score from 0-9 for each test section 

•  IELTS Test Report Form will show a score for each of the four 
skills (Listening, Reading, Writing and Speaking) and an 
overall band score. You can score whole band scores (for 
example 5.0, 6.0, 7.0) or half band scores (e.g. 5.5, 6.5, 7.5) in 
every section of the test. 

 



IELTS Sample Certificate  



 
Sign Up for IELTS? 

 • IELTS website. 

• Choose from more than 1,600 test locations in over 140 
countries 

• Select a location & date of the exam. 

• Fill out an application & pay the fee, currently $200 USD, €190 
Euro, and £115 GBP. 

• Passport as an ID. 

• IELTS Free Practice Test 

• IELTS for UKVI 

 

https://www.ielts.org/
https://takeielts.britishcouncil.org/take-ielts/prepare/free-ielts-practice-tests
https://takeielts.britishcouncil.org/take-ielts/which-ielts-test/ukvi


IELTS Indicator  

• IELTS Indicator is our new online Academic test designed to 
support you during the COVID-19 situation to help keep your 
education goals on track. 

• You will be marked by an IELTS examiner. 

• It will take 7 days to get the results.  

• The link for IELTS indicator. 

https://www.ieltsindicator.com/
https://www.ieltsindicator.com/
https://www.ieltsindicator.com/


 
Test taker performance 2018 

 



Academic Test Takers: Mean Performance 
by Gender 



General Training Test Takers: Mean 
Performance by Gender 



Mean band score for the most 
frequent nationalities (Academic) 



Mean Band Score for the Most Frequent 
Nationalities (General Training) 



What is  
 
 

Test of English as a Foreign Language 
 

Established in 1964 – 56 years ago.  
TOEFL scores are a requirement for over 900 universities and other 
institutions in more than 130 countries. 
 
It is an English proficiency test, developed by an American company, ETS 
(Educational Testing Service) to measure an individual’s. 
 
• Listening. 
• Reading. 
• Writing. 
• Speaking. 
 
Proficiency in American English. 
 
(TOEFL PBT)   - Paper-Based Test . 
(TOEFL IBT)   -  Internet-Based Test. 



Internet-based test 

                              Reading           

• Time:54–72 minutes. 

• Question: 30–40 questions 

• Consists of questions on 3-4 passages. 

• Each approximately 700 words in length and with 10 
questions. 

• The passages are on academic topics.  

• Passages require understanding of rhetorical functions 
such as cause-effect, compare-contrast and 
argumentation. 

• Students answer questions about main ideas. 

• Test Content. 

https://www.ets.org/toefl/test-takers/ibt/about/content


Time: 17 minutes. 
Question: 4 tasks 
Consists of 4 tasks: 
• 1 independent (Task 1)  
• 3 integrated (Task 2, 3, 4). 

 
In task 1, test-takers answer opinion questions on familiar topics. They 
are evaluated on their ability to speak spontaneously and convey their 
ideas clearly and coherently. 
  
In task 2 and 4, test-takers read a short passage, listen to an academic 
course lecture or a conversation about campus life. 
 
In task 3, test-takers listen to an academic course lecture and then 
respond to a question about what they heard. 
 
Test Content. 

Internet-based test 

                              Speaking         

https://www.ets.org/toefl/test-takers/ibt/about/content


Time: 50 minutes 

Question: 2 tasks.  

Writing section measures a test taker's ability to write in an 
academic setting. 

 Consists of two tasks: 

1. One integrated. 

2. One independent. 

In the integrated task, test-takers read a passage on an academic 
topic and then listen to a speaker discuss it.  

In the independent task, the test-taker must write an essay that 
states their opinion or choice, and then explain it. 

Test Content. 

Internet-based test 

                              Writing           

https://www.ets.org/toefl/test-takers/ibt/about/content


Time: 41–57 minutes 
Question: 28–39 questions 
 
• 3–4 lectures, each 3–5 minutes long, with 6 questions per 

lecture 
• 2–3 conversations with 2 speakers, each 3 minutes long, with 

5 questions per conversation 

 
• Each conversation and lecture passage is heard only once.  

 
• Test-takers may take notes while they listen and they may 

refer to their notes when they answer the questions. 
 
 Test Content  
 
 
 

Internet-based test 

                              Listening           

https://www.ets.org/toefl/test-takers/ibt/about/content


Step 1 

Step 3 

Step 2 

Al-Mansour University College is 
one of the TOEFL test centre in 
Baghdad. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.muc.edu.iq/
https://www.muc.edu.iq/
https://www.muc.edu.iq/


Test Centre in Al-Mansour University 
College 

TOEFL Test 
Centre in MUC 



• Listening (30 – 40 minutes) 

Consists of 3 parts.  

         The first one contains 30 questions. 

         The second part has 8 questions.  

         The last part asks 12 questions. 

• Structure and Written Expression (25 minutes) 

          15 exercises of completing sentences correctly. 

          25 exercises of identifying errors. 

• Reading Comprehension (55 minutes) 

         Reading Comprehension sections has 50 questions. 

• Writing (30 minutes) 

         Test of Written English (TWE). 

         One essay question with 250–300 words in average. 

 

Paper-Based test 

                               



TOEFL Test Pattern  



IELTS & TOEFL 





TOEFL Score 



Book for the Test 

• TOEFL Test 

• Registration Form 

• Country Location and Region Code 

• Department Codes  

• Native Language Codes 

• TOEFL Free Test Practice 

https://www.ets.org/toefl/test-takers/ibt/take/register/mail
https://www.ets.org/s/toefl/pdf/iBT_reg_form.pdf
https://www.ets.org/s/toefl/pdf/country_code_list.pdf
https://www.ets.org/s/toefl/pdf/dept_code_list.pdf
https://www.ets.org/s/toefl/pdf/language_code_list.pdf
https://www.ets.org/toefl/test-takers/ibt/prepare/tests/



