
International relations, is the study of the relations of states with each other and with international organizations and certain subnational entities (e.g., bureaucracies, political parties, and interest groups). It is related to a number of other academic disciplines, including political science, geography, history, economics, law, sociology, psychology, and philosophy.
International relations discipline is important because it goes beyond peace and war, to explore the key players in world politics, intrinsic political patterns, and identifies the theories for how resolution and cooperation can be reached.

SCOPE OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS As a subject of study, International Relations is relatively new and developing subject. Its scope has continuously expanding and developing. The scope of study of International Relations includes this following major areas or topics:
(i) State System: The study of international relations begins with the state system. One can see a great impact of the state system on international scene since last three centuries. The individuals organize themselves in sovereign states and through them strive to fulfill their interests. The incompatible interests of these sovereign states cause conflict, and international politics is the natural outcome of the conflict of sovereign states. 
(ii)Relations in Conflict and Cooperation: International relations studies relations between two or more states, which are very often complex and influenced by a variety of geopolitical, historical, social, religious, ideological, strategic and leadership factors. Broadly speaking, these relationships have taken the form of cooperation and conflict. Cooperation and conflict are two sides of the same coin. In fact there were more conflicts in international history than cooperation, both co-existed throughout the various periods of history. International relations is primarily a study of both conflictual and cooperative inter-state relations.
 (iii) General and Diplomatic History: In the initial years of the beginning of the discipline, its studies were mainly historical. International relations was considered identical with international or diplomatic history for quite a long time. Under this tradition, certain major events were taken up for analysis against a historical perspective. After some time, the historical approach was replaced by many new and better approaches yet historical facts and events have not lost their relevance to international relations. For example, to study the recent indo-Pak relations one has to go back into the past to know their historical background. The study of general and specially the diplomatic history cannot be separate from International relations. 
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