
(vii) National Interest.
 National interests are the objectives of sovereign states, which are achieved with the help of power and through the instrument of foreign policy. In a way national interests are the pivot around which international relations clusters. Hartmann correctly says that international relations as a field of study is focused upon the processes by which states adjust their national interests to those of other states. Thus, the concern of national interest becomes central to the conduct of national policies. The study of national interest has become useful in analyzing the history and conduct of a nation’s foreign policy. 
[bookmark: _GoBack](viii) Ideologies. The twentieth century is also marked by the rise of rival ideologies such as communism, socialism, capitalism, Nazism, fascism, totalitarianism, liberalism etc. With conflicting political, economic and social systems, ideological issues came to the forefront on international scene. Since first World War, many of the international problems have ideological overtones which further complicated inter-state relations. No doubt for the last few years there is the talk of end of ideology and De-idolization of international relations yet ideologies elements cannot be ignored in the study of international relations. To understand the contemporary international relations the process of both the idealization and de-idealization has to be taken into account.
 (ix) Foreign Policy. The sovereign states conduct their foreign relations and interact with each other through their foreign policies and, thus foreign policies in international relations is like a charter containing national interests showing the areas of agreement and disagreement. It explains the ideals with which the state would exert its influence and the limit of its total effectiveness. Though foreign policies are not the be-all and end-all of international relations yet they constitute a significant part of its study.
(x) Alliances and Groupings. No doubt, most of the major multilateral alliances, including NATO, the Warsaw Pact, etc. which flourished in the fifties and early sixties have now lost their relevance yet alliance politics became an important area of study in the postwar international relations. The study of international relations focused on the factors that contribute to the growth of such military alliances, the degree of their unity and their impact on the balance of power situation among the states concerned. There are also groupings other than military alliances such as communist countries, the free world, the Islamic world, nonaligned countries, the Arab world, African countries etc. They function unitedly on many common issues inside and outside the UN. The uniting factors, the degree of their unity as well as their conflicts with other groups, form the subject matter of international relations.
(xi) Economic Factors: Economic interests like defense interests play role in political transactions among states and thus they assume importance in inter-state relations. No one can ignore in international relations the economic factors such as food problem, economic planning and development, rates of exchange, tariffs, exchange controls, commodity agreements, international trade, balance of payments, foreign aid, disparities between developed and under-developed economies, demand for New International Economic order, international investment, multinational corporations, international economic agencies such as the World Bank and international Monetary Fund and many other UN agencies and regional economic agencies. The Marxist approach to international relations lay stress purely on economic factors and many non-communist theories also recognize the role of economic elements in international life. Economic factors are within the scope of international relations to the extent they influence inter-state relations.
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