
The US-China Trade Dispute
In the latest development in the trade dispute between the US and China, the Trump administration has announced a delay to the newly planned 10 per cent tariffs on another $300 billion of Chinese goods until the end of 2019. Since a recent round of negotiations did not bring about any resolution to the dispute between both countries, there is now increasing evidence that the trade war between the two countries is hurting both economies. Furthermore, the trade dispute is yielding negative spill-over effects for different areas of global concern, including the climate, environmental protections and waste management, while also dampening trade in circular goods and services between the two countries.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The circular economy – an economic model in which waste is eliminated by design, goods are reused, repaired and recycled, and asset-sharing is prioritized over individual ownership – is a crucial strategy for reducing the resource footprint of industrial development and for tackling the global waste crisis. China and the US, both key players in this space, are vital for the success of the global circular economy, and the two countries have enjoyed a healthy symbiotic relationship through the trading of goods until now, particularly the trade in secondary raw materials and waste products for re-processing and recycling.

